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[n ſome particular things which concern them thaty, pra* 


Ctiſe Navigation. _ 
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The:c>&npritig and provoking of God about the: Win 
which wbeys the Lord. a 
Their abuſing themſelves and their liberty when th 
ſhoar, whereby the creature ſuffers. [2 "iT 
Something in particular to the Captains and Maſters, and - , 
to all their Inferiour Officers. R | 
How little the Sea-men ' with the ſouldiers in the F : 
profited by their Chaplains that in the year do get 46Wtr 
groats out of their wages. "5A 
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Anda more excellent way of Teaching ſhewn thert chk of i 
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They that go down to the Sea in ſhips,that do buſineſte in great waters, theſe 
ſee the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep, Pſal. 107.2324» 
And they ſhall teach no more every man his Neighbonr, and every mt 


brother, ſaying, Know the Lord ; for they ſhall all know bim from the =: 2 
Ine greatest of them, Jer 31.34. Wc. 
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By a ſervant of the Truth, and a lover of Righteouſneſſe,, 
called William Caton. 
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The Sea-mens mutation, with a Paſe 
fingers obſervation. | 


Ive care O ye Sca-men; And liften, Oal)l yethat pra&ice 
Þ Nas *£arion ; is there any men upon the face of the carth 
that hath mvce cmminent dcliverances frem apparent perils 
then you? 18 there ary calling or imployment, wherein the 
Sons of men are exerciſed, that the wenders of the Lord are 
more evident, or do mere frequently axpear then in yours? 
Can any wen that repleniſh the Earth, declare experimentally 
ſuch remarkable deliverances frem death, as you can? hath nct 
the ſentence of death been oftentimes paſſed by you upon yeur 
ſelves,when ycu haveſeen no viſible way to eſcape it? and even 
at the very time, hath not deliver:nce ccme frem theLord be- 
yond expeQation ? what dreadſul and Foiftercus, terrible and 
tempeftious ormes do you often meet witha)l by Sea, which 
wereable tobrirg down theccurage of the ſtrongeſt man amon 
you, and to makehis heart to faint, and his fleſhro tremble ? ai TS ib. 
have not your ecycsſecn thoſe tilled by him whom the windand> © | 
ſcas obcy?But confider in the height of them,and inthe midſt of © 
your diftreſs, when death was feared and expe Qed, was net then... 
amendment ot life promifed,and a full reſolution and determb» 
nation inyour hcarts to live more godly and righteouſly the re=+/ 
[1due of your daice» if that the Lord would be pleaſed at that. 
time to deliver you? and according to your defire it bath comC 
to paſſe, and your requeſt in that: particular hath been granted}. 
as many of you can witneſle, 7. 

Bur now mark and confider what uſe ycu have made of the 
remarkable deliverances beſcre menticncd, have yeunct bech. 
elevated and prffed up by them? have ycu not keen:the more 
Lg” A-3:..” _ __Neſa 
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 neeligent and carlefſe in {erving the Lord, thinkingthathg 
© woulddtliver you as he had done, though you ſpent your life, 
you had done formerly? have you not often boaſted of they, 

& vaunted your ſelves in makiag vain repeatitions of them Over 

your cups and pipes.&:o you not often times curſe yourſely,- 

and {wear by your delivercr, when you are repeating af they 

" a3 idle ſtories, rather then as remarkable deliverances? but he; 

oh ye deſpiſers of the Lords rich mcrcy,of his forbearance ang 

long ſuftering , How are your p:omiſes-performed to 1h. 

Lord, which you made in your diftrefic, or how have you paiq 

your vowes unto him? fecing that after the harclnefſe and Imp: . 

nicency of your hearts, you treaſure up wrath unto your ſelyee, 

againſt the day of wrath, and Revelation of the rightcous Judp. 

ment of God, who will render to cyery mn afcording to his 

deeds, Row. 2. 4,5. MEA 

Moreover notwithftanding your manifold mercics, and the 
remarkeable dcliverances that you have above ether men, who 
is there amongſt the Sons of men, that exceeds many.of you in 
inquiry, in licentiouſneſſ: and Laſciviouſnel]: t alaſfle for you, 
that you ſhould thus r:quite che Lord, as if he were like unto 

your ſelves; Surcly friends, out of the multitude of his me; - 
Cyes, and in his tender compaſſion bath he been pleaſed to dc- 
liver you out of many external peril:(which none beſides him 
could have done ) and eminent dztigers in which you had been 
\ overwhelmed long,ago had he not had commiſeration & pitty 
upon you, who joines hand in hand to work wickednefs, and 
doth rejoice in iniquity$&takes more pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs 
then inthe Lord your deliverer, who hath no dclight in the 
death of a finner, but rather in ſhewing mercy.on thoſe that fear 
him, and work Rightcouſneſſe. 

And be it known unto you O ye Sza-fairing men,that your 
iniquities exceed the fins. of many, who have not ſech halte of 
the wonders of the Lord, that you have been eye witneſlcs 
of ; How.can ſuperfluity of naughtinefſe abound more among 

' a people then it abounds among ſome of you ? and how few 
arethere among you that will appear nobly toreprove it, but 
will cather connive and wink at it, yea and joine with them 
that live in it, althopgh there is a witneſfſe for God againſt it 
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4n your conſciences; yetthat is little regarded nor its reproofs; 
for if you did mind It and its reproofs, then would you rather 
reprove the evil in your companions then conſent unto it,and 
ſo thereby you become guilty alfo,-v:n as he who ſecs a thief, + 
and conſents unto himz bur oh be awakened to righteoufneſſe, 
if there remains yct any truc zcal in you for God,and Iet-wicks 
-dnefſe be expelled out from among you, that righteouſncilc 
may cake place in you, and this Know that the ſpirit of the 
Lord God will not alwaics firive with you therefore learn 
ro do Well, and ceale to do evil, that trath and equity may a« 
bound among you, as {in and iniquity hath abounded, then 
ſhall your light break forth as the morning, and your health 
*(h 111 ſpring torth ſpeedily; yeazthen (hall you call, and theLord 
{all anſwer you, you ſhall cry, ind he ſhall fay here 1 am. 

Oc thing 1 have often obſerved among you ( ch ye ſca- 
men ) and that is your tempting and provoking the Lord z= 
bout the windz but let me aske you, doth it ever blow, but its 
{:ir for (ome of you? as for inſtance, if the wind be Eafterly, 
and ſome of you be in Hol/axd ready to come for Eyg/and, then 
the wind is good and fair for ſuch $ andat the ſame time per» - 
adventure, ſome of you may bein England ready to 2oe for 
Holland, but frets againft the wind which oveyes the Lord, and 
when he pleaſcth he cauſeth it to come Weſterly, fo that-it be« 
comes good for you alſo, but not the ſooner for {your tempting 
of God about ir. AndIt it continucnot good untill you by it 
be brought to your defired haven, alas, how will you then 
frowne againk it, and provoke him whom it obeyes by your 
curſing and ſwearing, by your impatiencic and trowardn:fſe? - 
yet notwithſtanding, he who cauſcth the rain to fall upon the 
Jaſt andthe unjuſt, he alſo maketh the wind to be {crviceable to 
you all; without which none of you could ſail from Countr 
to Country like as you do» though it might be juſt with the- 
Lord ( whois {flow to anger ) to cauſe the wind to bejſtill, and 
ſotkhereby deprive you of the benefit of it, becauſe of your un-- 
thankſulneſſ: for it, and your unworthineſf: of ic; and this 
know that, if he ſhould bid or command itto be ſtill, you (if 
you were ten times more then you arcYcould not makeic blow; 
tor it will not obey you, but him that created ir (viz: the Lord 
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GogofHofts is his name, who is daily provoked by. you con, 
cerning this thing, and you chafe and fret your ſelycs about'jt 

hed. it.isagainſt you;but which of you by curſing and ſweains 
by chafirig #and fretting your ſelves can make it blow as yey 
Jjft,though 3t bloweth where it liſteth,and as he plcaſeth whom, 
itobcyeth 2 Werc it not better therefore for you to be ill arg 
quiet and content,con(ide1 ing that although It be not good fo; 
y ou in particular, yet it is good and fair for ſome that praite 
Woieicn,whc cught to have the bencfitof itas well a8 you, 
alth ough rone of you haveever ſcen.it good for you all at ONce, 
yet I believe there is nene among you that hath ſailed upon 
the Sca half a ycar together, but that the wind hath been good 
for you at one time cr anoiher, And this I ſay concerning it, 
that it may teach you, who are diſobedient to him whom i; 
obeycth(to wit the Lord)who rebuked the wind,and faid unto 
the Se2,pcacc,be fill, and then the wind ceaſed and there was ; 
great calm ; but though you are by him forbidden to (wear, 
Mat.5.34.yct you are mcre alſobcdient to him then the wing, 
which «caſcd at bis retukes but ſo do not you from ſwearing 
at his reproof; Hee ſaith love your enemics, blefſe them that 
curfe you. &c, Butare not you diſobedient to him-in thoſe 
ihings,and in many more which might be inftanced ? And 
therefore I] ſay the wind way teach you, which ſometime ſome 
of ycu will curſc for obcying him , who faith blefle and curſe 

.Not; but your folly in this thing is mighty great, and the Lord 
he will judge-you tor it, and do nct think that hcl hold you 
Euileleſs who curſeth that which he bringcth out of his trea- 
ſurics, Pſal.135.7. which init ſclt is very gcod, 

' And who amonegft men could more ſutfit without it then 
you , who {cmetimes will ſeem thankful for it, when it ſati:= 
fies your wil's, but if it croſs you,t ow froward and impaticn: 

are you? frening your ſelves and provuking him whom it obeycs 
- when it crefſtth ycuztherefore confider ot this ye that go dewn 
to the Sea in ſhipe,that do bulineſs in great waters, and leain 
to fear the Lord , who commandecth and raiſcth the ftorm:i: 
wind<c; Note, when ſtormic winds come ( with which yu 
arc oftcn cffended,rhat it is the Lord that raiſcth Rormy winds, 
and who alſo ſtilleth them, and tim they do obey who 
| | | maketh 


' maketh the ſtorm a calm, fo that the waves thereof areftill : © 
and then arc not you glad when you are delivered from the 
rage of the proud ſwelling waves of the boiſterous ſea ? but 
ilas how quicklic then do you forget your vowes which you 
made to the' Lord, when your hearts fainted and your fouls 
neclted becauſe of fear and trouble that was upon you in the 
:empeſtious ſtorme , when you were almoſt at your wits cnd ? 
hut Othat you would now be perſwaded to pay your vowes to 
he Lord,and not to forget all his deliverances, nor yet his 
mercies and favours which he hath beſtowed upon you , then 
would he oftentimes for your fakes rebuke the winds and the 
ſea,yea he would hear your cry inthe time of trouble,and bring 
you out of your diftreſſcs 

Wherefore be awakened to righteouſneſs,oh ye Sear fairing 
men , andceaſe from rejoycing in iniquity , and from take» 
ing pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, Icaſt that the Lord cauſe the 
zreat deep to ſwallow you up,like as it hath done many thou= 
(ſands Lefore you , who haye been Rebellious and diſobedicne 
0 the Lord whom the winds and the ſcas obey. 

Another thing hath been obſerved by others as well as my 
ſelt among you, and that is this (to wit) when you haye been 
{cycral moneths upon the ſea, (more or Iefs) and that after- 
wards you by the providence of God come wcll into a Har- 
bours and being permitred to go a ſhore , either about your 
buſineſs, or to fee your friends, or to refreſh your bodies,or 
the like , even at ſuch times do you moſt ſhamefully abuſe 
your (clves, by drinking cxccfhively until you make your ſelves 
more lik: bzaſts then men; And thus you abuſe your ſclves 
and your liberty,and com:th thereby the more to be bereaved 
of ic, and in all this the creature ſut:rs, being made ſubje& 
t5this vanity though not willingly. £ 

Bat for the ſake of the weak, and of thoſe that are almoſt 
void of underſtanding among you, I ſhall (hew you in three 
particulars how the creature {uffers : Firſt, it may ſuffer by be- 
Ing {evzral moneths upon the ſea, being kept wich ſale and 
ory victuals , and ſometimes great ſcarcetie thereot,not onely 
of nicat, but alſo of drink, infomuch that I cup of clear water 
wich a cruſt of dry bread would be gi great worth fometimes; 
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"and fuch day. fome of ya Bave {een Secondly the creature. 
F ſuffers when you come @ ſhore (ven the very time when A 
ſhould be refreſtret},) by your cxccllive drinking & intemper;. 
eating,you not being wiſe enough to govern your ſelves in ſuch 
a condition, when your ftomackes will not bear mach 
partly by reaſon of the long ſcarcety , nor your heads- much 
ſtrong bear,having drunk little for a Jong time before; thus the 
good creatures of-God being abuſed by you,you through the« 
abuſe of them become worſe then you were when you hag 
need of ther, Thirdly, when you have ſoabufed your (clyes, 
with wine, ftrong-watcrs or ftrong bear, then can you not 
govern your ſc]ves, but oftentimes doth that which you ought 
not to do, 'and thereby tranſgrefſeth the Law a ſhore,or the 
orders you lfave a board upon your ſhip, and then it may he 
one puniſhment or another is inflicted upon you ( if the O'.. 
ficers neg]le& not their duty) whereby the creature is made to 
ſuffer 3 And then after your drinking exccfſively, you are for x 
time unfitter to do your buſineſs then you' were before You 
went aſhore ; and then peradventuare by reaſon of your abuſing 
ycur felves and others, you may come to be debarrcd of the 
libcrty of the going a ſhore, to take the benefit of the whoh- 
{ome Aire, and to be refreſhed with fuch things as the Coun: 
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try do afford, which you may have need of, and yet want 
them aboard. | 
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To the Captains and Maſters of all Ships,and to all their 
inferionr ofjicers. 


Ad you been guiltleſs of thoſe fins whereof the SE: =men 

(whom you are ſet over) are guilije , then you ſhould 
baye been a terrour to them that do evil, and much of the evil 
which abounds amongſt them would have been ſuppreſſed by 
you, who arc Authorized to rule over them ; but much of your 
authoritie you Joſe by partaking of their fins; for behold, doth 
not-the witncfſe of God in your own conſciences accuſe you, 
and tell you , you are Inexcuſable your ſelves , foraſmuch as 


woltm, wots, PY Sr 


 - gns/ vn a td A 2 my 


-" COTH 

ol are overtaken with hots bh your ſelves which you re- 
crove them for? But conſider,cught you rot to have been good 
patterns, and examples of rightcouſneſs among them ? ought 
you not to have walked inthe ſear of God zmong them, and 
cndcavoured to have kept them in the ſame ? cught you not 
rather ſharplic to have reproved them for their evil , then to 
have Joined with them in the evi], as oſtzntimes many of you 
d&? and heve done, when you fee they cannor govern thems 
ſelv: s, ought not you therctore to govern them ? wherefore are 
you Authorized and ſect as Maſters and Captains over them , it 
not co govern and order them? Bur how can you do that when 
you-are inflamed with wine, firong waters or firong bear ? 
and at fuch times your weakneſs and nakedneſs doth appear 
unto them, and if you reprove and puniſh them for being as 
you arc, then the Lord by his witneſſe doth Judge, and cons 
demn you for you being guilty, the Lord will nct acquit you, 
neither ſhall you go unpuniſhed; but this I would have you ob- 
{crve, that whilſt you are guilty of thoſe things for which you 
reprove them,you cannot reprovethem with that authority and 
boldnefJe you might do itif you were clear ycur (elves obthoſe 
things tor which you reprove themgneither is your repreot and 
puniſhment ſo effeQtualto them as it might be, it you were tree 
irom that for which you reprove and puniſh them ; but alas 
what is that ſin among them that you are ſree frem? And 
ticrejore cannot their traniprefſions be reproved by you as 
they ought co be, untill you have ceaſed from your own, And 
its | ſay, if zou were but faithful unto the Lord in what you 
now, you might bc inſtruments of good among them whom 
you rule yer 3 but while your cenverſation Is ſo vain, yeur 
carriage fo light,' your bchaviour ſo wanton, ard. your words 
lo unſavoury,s thre is. little hope of their reformation who 
lollow you fcr exzmplcs 3 Oh therefore be awakened to 
righteouſneſſe that you mey be patterns of rightcouſnefle 
tO thoſe that thirſt after it, if there be any ſuch among 
you : and grieve port the holy {4 itit noJonger, which daily,fc> 
Cretlic -reproves Jou, the reproofs of whigÞ bath becn fect at 
nought by many. of you;as it zppearcs, Ky our-continuar ce in 
Uhereproveable things for which you'.age:r:proyed, and thee 
my lincs arc to you Captaincs ard Mefiertwith your infericur 
BE Bhitoc. x ſeg JORES: . 7 Officers 
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”.. "Officers, nottoupbraid ye, but to reprove you to righteour. 
 neſſe, that you may come faithfully to diſcharge your dutie jy 
thoſe things which ave committed to your charge and truft;tg, 
which you arcnot onelie to be accountable unto man , but a1. 
ſ{ounto the Lord, who will render a reward to everic one ac, 
cording totheir deeds done in the bodie, whether they be gogg 

or evil. | 

And as for you who have Chaplains aboard with you, whom 
you look upon to be Miniſters of che word, and whom yoy 
own as teachers ; This | have to ſay unto-you in -general con. 
cerning them, That if they were ſent of God to preach hit 
word, and to teach you,then they would preach freelie without 
coveting your groats or diminiſhing from your wage. 

Are they not of that ſort of whom the Lord ſpeakes by hiy 
Prophet Malachi, Mal 3. 5. and faith I will be afwift witnef: 
againſt thoſe that oppreſſe the hircling in his wages, ſecing 
they. muſt have a groat in the moneth out of your wages,: and. 
hath the ſame wages allowed them that you have ; mark, do 
you not work harder for your wages, and take more paines for 
the ſame then they ? then Judge you whether this be equal or 
not that they ſhould have of your wages, for which you were 
hired, not being content with as much as muſt ſerve you who 
are worthie of your hire, and its pitty that you (ſhould be of- 
prefied by them hirelings, who it may be may have ewo hun» 
groats in the monetth one of them more then one of you, |: 
they did not come more for the love of your groats, then out 
ct love to your ſouls, its probable that the ſame wages might 
ſerve one of them, that ſerves one of you. 

Mcreover,if there be a hundred men in one Frigot-more then 
in another, will not they ſeek to ger into that Frigot where 
there 'is moſt men? and is not this one of their ends that they 
aime at, (wiz) ſo manie more men, ſo manic more groats in 
the moneth 2 And here they reſemble. their brethren the pa- 

_ riſh teachers who will itrive to get that pariſh Church ( 5 
they call 'it )- where there is moſt Tithes, or the greateſt 
benefice-: Now I iy ſuch are not Minifters of the Goſpel, 
acither doth the Lord ſend ſuch to preach his word; therefore 
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.,nnot they profit you at all: And again if they were'Minf-"" "3 


ters of the word,.or appointed of God to teach you, then they : 


ould be good examples to you, which they are not in their-* ” [4-5 


orideyin their covetouſneſs, and in their opprefſing you in your 
ages, neicher are they good cxamples to you, in their intem- 
-rate drinking until they be inflamed, nor yet in their light 
p : and wantonnefſe by which they cauſe you to erre ; And 
ire not they incxcuſcable for judging and reproving you for 
hee things whilſt they themſelves are guiltie of the ſame ? 
But ſome will ſay that after they are reje&ca upon the Land, 
they will ſerve poor {ca»men ; And when you have them, what 
arc you benefited by them ? or what difference is there in your 
life and converſation that hath them, and theirs that have chem 
not? hitherto I have perceived none; for wickedneilc and pro- 
ohancfſe abounds, both among you thac have them, and allo a» 
mong them that have them not, Therctorc in love to your 
Souls am I moved to ſhew unto you a more cxcl]lent way of 
reaching then theirs, which ſhall be free without monic and 
without prices | 
H care now then O ye Sea- fairing men who praRice Navi-' 
gation,have you not been ſometimes in jeoperdie of your lives? 
yca,have not your hearts ſometimes fainted, and your fouls 
ven melted,( as it were ) within you, by reaſon of the extremi- 
tic of fear, and: trouble that hath been upon you in perillous 
and tempeſtcous ftormes ? And hath not there ſome thing even 
2t that verie moment of time been awakened in you, where= 
by you have in meaſure ſeen the wickedneſs of yourcondition, 
and the fins of your youth?now that which was thus awakned 
in you, was Gods witncſlc, or the light which Chriſt Jeſus (che 
Son of God hath cnlightned you with all,which from thence- 
lorth (if you had obeyed it) it would have taught you the.re= 
l1due of yourlifc to have lived godlily, righteoully and ſoberly 
inthis preſent evil world, it would have taught you to have 
forſaken drunkenneſſc,pride covetouſneſſe, lying, ſwearing,cur- 
led ſpeaking, yea in tew* words it would have taught you the 
whole dutic of man, which is to fear God and keep his com- 
mandements ; And this is that teacher,the cxcellencie-of whofe 
teaching excels your Chaplines; For they teach you tO be- 
if mY | B2# Sts ; eve 
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the -word an\1 
_ he powcr of Gol, but this will teach you to belieye that 
oh.#.39- he is che light, and the word of whom th2- Scripture doyy 
1.1% teftifie, andthat the Goſpel is the power of God accordin 
to the Scripture 3 I hey will each you by an hour glaſs, ; 
m1y be two or three hours in the week, but this teacher wil) 
n2t be limited to an hour, to a time, nor yerto a place 
bat is alw yes preſent with-you to teach you the fear of the 
2 Tim.z. Lord. They through thzir Miniſtcy may keep you alwayez 
lcarfiing, and yt not be able to bring youto the knowlegg, 
-of the truth ; bat they who arc taught by this, come to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſas3 this teacher will 
teach you freely without money and withour price; but pour 
- Chaplainzs mult have a certain ſum oft moncy.,otherwile 
-many of them would lay don their crade of Preaching, 
I Cor. 14, Thais will teach you to f11g with the ſpirit. an4 wich under. 
I: ftanding,but they will reach you to ſing Davids conditions, 
which he paſſed through, and which many ot youu undet= 
| gand not3 This will teach you to pray with the ſpirit and 
x Theſ- 5: with underſtanding; but they will eecach you to pray formal. 
_ ly at fect times, as if the ſpirit were limited to a form, and 
the holy one of Iſrael to a ſet certain hour; This will teach 
you to ſhun evil in ics appearance , to avoid the pollutions of 
the world; and to forſake fin, and to abſtain from it , but 
Prov.14, they will teach you that you cannot efcape the pollutions 
34 of the world while in the world, tut that you muſt b: 
polluted with them ; neither- that you can be free from 
that which is a ſhame (or a reproach ) to any people; 
they will teach you ro contend againft thar which reproycth 
you for ſin and condemneth it in the flcſh (viz. the light in 
-your conſcicnce:)But it will teach you to love ito obey it, 
to fol'ow it, though it judge yeu,and reprove you, it 1s for 
: your good,that youby it might be brought out of the things 
for which you are judged and reproved into peace with 
God who teacheth his p:ople by this teacher, whoſe teach» 
_,-Ingbyic is a more cxcelicnt way of teaching then mans in- 
: vention which many in theſe latter daycs have received 
by eradition,ofwhich/ſort your Chaplaines are who opprels 
you in, your-wagesz andteachcth for. doArines hinge mags 
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they ought not for filchy Tucres take; 'a8 in thoſe particulars r ing 
hefore mentioned you may ſce which bri:fly 1 have in= 3: be. 
tanced , but many more might bz alleadged whereby it *_ 
might bs more <videnily manitelted that the way by which 
God teacicth (in the light ) doth far excell the tcachings | 
of your Chaplains; and this teacher whereof 1 (pezk is that 1 Joh-2, 
which teacheth of all things, which is truth, an4 no lic, 27* 
which abode in the Szints and abideth in them, and as it 
taught them, ſu were they to abide in him who is light, 
Chrift Jeſus, and ten they needed neither Pricft nor 
Chaplain nor any man to teach themzand they that come to 
witneſs the teachings of this teacher ( the annointing)they 
need not ſay one to another, know him who hath promiſed 
to teach his people himſelf, even him whom the winds and 
Scag Obey 3 for ſuch comes to know him and his ecachings, 
even from the leaſt ro the greateſt, 

Now if you woald come to know this excellent way of 

teaching,you mult come to the light which (heweth you fin 
and evil, and convinceth you of the ſame, and then you'l 
conie to know its teachings, guidings and leadings, love 
it, and you love Chriſt 3 believe in it, and you belicye in 
Chriſt, obzy it, and then you't obey him whom the winds 
and the {ca obey;therefore be not rcbcllious and ſtiff- necked, 
O ye that ſail upon the great deep, but turn you unto the 
Lord at his reproot, who ſecretly oftentimes doth reprove 
you for your {in and tranſgreffion whereby you have been 
long ſzparated from God,who: doth not delight in the death 
of 2 {inner but rather in (ſhewing of mercy. 

O that you would be wiſe and learn to fear the Lord, 
then ſhould i wita thouſands more. rej>yce in your Res 
formation 3 And this I know, that there are ſome among 
you which 13 daily burthened with the wickedneſs that 
abounds among you, and1 yet ſcarce dare to reprove you, 
finding ſo mach in themſelves that is reproveable , bur if 
ſuch do keep to the light whereby that which is reprove- 
able is manifeſted, they will come to feel the opperz= 
eration of the ſpirit of jadgement and of the ſpirit ot burne 
ing in themiclves, whereby they will come to be purifizd, 
and then they may freely reprove that in another which is: 
judged and condemned in themfelyecs, 
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” - © Truly (O veſca-fairing men) my fon! pitpittieth you 
p when I conſider that you arc like the troubled Seas which 
caſtcth up mire and dirt, your mirth and you melody, 
your jcſting and your folly, your Jaughter,and your vanity, 

our paſtime and your {inging.,your ſtorming & your raging 
ſometime againſt the wind, & ſometime oneagainlt another, 
alas what is it more then the mire and the dirt, or the foam of 
the troubled Sea which is your figures I have alſo obſerveq 
that it is hard to find a grave ſolid ſober manin a ſhip thar 
fearcth God and worketh righteouſneſs, bur upbraiding 
and provoking one another to naughtineſs and folly ; ſuper- 
fluitic of that is to be found among you,as if you ſhould not 
be called to an account for it; but O ! let the time paſt 
{ſuffice wherein you have done very foolifhly, and now learn 
to fear the Lord and I:t the wind and Sca (which you have 
ſo much accafſion for , teach you to obey him', who hath 
more delight in obedience to his voice, then in burnt= 
offcrings and ſacrifices. 

This is the day of your vifitation wherein the hand of 
the Lords love is ftretched out towards you,and wherein he 
is waiting to be gracious unto yon , therefore now in this 
the day of the Lords everlaſting power, ſeck ye the things 
which belong to your peace, while they may be found, leaft 
the day come wherein they may be hid from your eyess in 
love to your ſouls is this Paper write and ſent among you 
as a token ofGods viſitation to you, from one!who hath view- 
ed your condition,and was moved with commiſeration and 
pitty towards you who now hath time, but how long you 
may have it you know 'not; therefore while you have it, 
prizcit. 
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He mighty day of the Lord 1s coming, and 

| he will teach his people himſelf, who is 
oathering his people, from all falſe ſhepherds,and 
Chriſt Jeſus the great Shepherd, ſhall rule over 
them and teach them who will write his Law _ 
in their hearts, and put his Law 1n their minds, 
and he will be their God, and they ſhall be his 
people, Heb.7.and his annoiting- ſhall be in them, 
and as that doth teach them they ſhall abide in 
the Son, and in the Father, and his ſpirit in them 
ſhall lead themz and as that doth lead -them, 
they are the Sons of God ; and it ſhall lead them 
into all truth, and it ſhall comfort them, and 
bring all Chriſts words to their remembrance 
which he hath ſpoken forth , and that fpirit is it 
that doth reprove the world, which is the Saints 


Comforter,therefore to that, that doth reprove 
you all, muſt you come before you know the. 
Comforter. 
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